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In brIef. Built: 1913. Last used: 1933. Status: scrapped. SpecIfIcatIonS (aS buIlt). Wheel 
arrangement: 0-6-2T. Gauge: 3’ 6”. Weight: unknown. Boiler pressure: 160 psi. Driving 
wheel diameter: 2’ 9”. Cylinders: 12” 18”.

 Works No. 1292 Waipa Railway & Collieries No. 1

Barclay 1292 was ordered by Waipa Railway & 
Collieries Ltd for a steeply-graded line being built 

to a new mine it was developing west of Ngaruawahia. 
The locomotive was assembled at NZR’s Newmarket 
Workshops in 1913, and afterwards put to work helping 
finish the line. The 0-6-2T wheel arrangement was 
unusual in New Zealand. Also unusual in a purpose-
built industrial steam locomotive was the fitting of 
Walschaerts valve gear and Westinghouse brakes  – the 
latter needed to cope with the grades. In 1914, when 
regular traffic had commenced, a more powerful Wh 
class 2-6-2T was purchased from 
NZR to assist the Barclay.

On 22 November 1926, No. 
1292 was involved in a potentially 
disastrous accident, when it 
marginally fouled the main line 
at Ngaruawahia, just as an express 
was passing through. Amazingly, 
the glancing blow caused no 
fatalities. The Barclay’s crew had 
jumped clear before impact, while 
the driver of the express suffered 
glass cuts. Both locomotives were 
damaged, but later repaired.

In 1930, Waipa Railway & 

Collieries Ltd went into liquidation. Its assets were 
acquired Wilton Collieries Ltd. On 28 March 1933, 
the Barclay was involved in a runaway on the company 
line, killing the driver and destroying the locomotive. 
The Barclay was left where it had crashed, only being 
removed many years later, when it was cut up for scrap. 
An ex-NZR Baldwin Wd 2-6-4T had previously been 
purchased to replace the Wh. A second Wd was then 
purchased to replace the Barclay. NZR took over the 
running of the line in 1935, using its own locomotives.

Two views of No. 1292. alan bellamy collection.


